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Abstract
Exposure to diesel exhaust particles (DEP) results in lung inflammation. Regular aerobic

exercise improves the inflammatory status in different pulmonary diseases. However, the effects of
long-term aerobic exercise on the pulmonary response to DEP have not been investigated. The
present study evaluated the effect of aerobic conditioning on the pulmonary inflammatory and
oxidative responses of mice exposed to DEP.

BALB/c mice were subjected to aerobic exercise five times per week for 5 wk,
concomitantly with exposure to DEP (3 mg·mL(-1); 10 μL per mouse). The levels of exhaled nitric
oxide, reactive oxygen species, cellularity, interleukin 6 (IL-6), and tumor necrosis factor α (TNF-α)
were analyzed in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid, and the density of neutrophils and the volume
proportion of collagen fibers were measured in the lung parenchyma. The cellular density of
leukocytes expressing IL-1β, keratinocyte chemoattractant (KC), and TNF-α in lung parenchyma was
evaluated with immunohistochemistry. The levels of IL-1β, KC, and TNF-α were also evaluated in the
serum.

Aerobic exercise inhibited the DEP-induced increase in the levels of reactive oxygen
species (P < 0.05); exhaled nitric oxide (P < 0.01); total (P < 0.01) and differential cells (P < 0.01); IL-
6 and TNF-α levels in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (P < 0.05); the level of neutrophils (P < 0.001);
collagen density in the lung parenchyma (P < 0.05); the levels of IL-6, KC, and TNF-α in plasma (P <
0.05); and the expression of IL-1β, KC, and TNF-α by leukocytes in the lung parenchyma (P < 0.01).

We conclude that long-term aerobic exercise presents protective effects in a mouse
model of DEP-induced lung inflammation. Our results indicate a need for human studies that
evaluate the pulmonary responses to aerobic exercise chronically performed in polluted areas.
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